
This is the first edition of the new NGO CSW Geneva “News in Brief” or NIB. 
We look forward to your feedback! 

 

 
This is little Missy when she was only three months old, posing during her first days of training at the Palais des Nations. She's 
now older, and a valuable member of UN Geneva's K9 Unit. #FlashbackFriday   UN Photo/Jean-Marc Ferré 
 

Notes from the Bureau 

• President’s Message 
Almost three months into our term, the NGO CSW Geneva bureau and 
I wish to thank you. Your response to the framework and initiatives 
proposed for the next three years, building on past successes and 
lessons, is encouraging. This solidarity is one of our greatest strengths 
in promoting our profile and relevance toward the mandate of UN 
bodies based in Geneva. Our combined energies, expertise and 
passion for our issues and concerns provide a strong incentive as we 
enjoy getting to know one another better as we work together. 
 

Please send any information 
you wish to share by the 20th 
of each month (next deadline 
August 20, 2021).  
Submissions should be brief 
but may include links to 
further information. They 
should be copy ready and 75 
words or less.  
Send your news to share to: 
 
newsletter@ngocsw-
geneva.ch 
 
 

NGO CSW Geneva Bureau  

President  
Carolyn Handschin  

Vice Presidents;  

Carol McConkie  

Paula Daeppen  

Treasurer  

Wendi Momen  

Secretary  

Mohinder Watson 

Assistant Secretary  

Srruthi Lekha 

 

 

News in Brief Volume 1 | Issue 1 
July 18, 2021 



2 

• The Bureau believes that good communication fosters understanding, 
strengthens relationships and can improve teamwork.  We are 
grateful to our Vice Presidents, Carole McConkie and Paula Dappen 
for their initiative to produce this newsletter for us, whereby we can 
communicate important news and updates regularly between 
committee meetings. Your input to the content is needed. 
 

• On June 18 the proposed changes to the Bylaws were circulated to 
our members and then sent again on July 14 with the minutes of the 
June 16 meeting.  If you have any feedback, concerns, suggestions, or 
questions, please contact Paula Daeppen by August 10. We will be 
voting on the proposed changes at our meeting on September 1. 
 

• The next Committee meetings of the NGO CSW Geneva will be on: 
September 1, 14:00 - 16:00 
November 3, 14:00 – 16:00 
 

• The Bureau wishes for each of you an enjoyable, peaceful, summer 
holiday time, or maybe just a little more relaxed work period.  We 
look forward to meeting again in September, energized and full of 
innovation.  

Task Force Updates 

• The Development, Training and Review Task Force  
In response to member concerns voiced about the Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) working methods, and the limited 
participation offered to civil society, the Development, Training and 
Review Task Force crafted a letter to the CSW Bureau Chair letter 
offering recommendations on how improvements can be made by 
CSW 66. The letter was endorsed by 16 NGO CSW Geneve member 
organizations. 
 

• Health and Climate Task Force 
Through an SDG lens, we are addressing climate change and its direct 
and indirect impact on the health and well-being of women, youth, 
local and marginalized communities.  We are focusing on the 
overarching relationship of food security with the environment and 
women’s rights, including health and other social rights, from a 
variety of perspectives, including scientific and humanitarian 
experience. Future tasks include advocacy at major international 
meetings and grassroots contributions linking the work of different 
partners.  
 

“Women will not simply be 
mainstreamed into the 
polluted stream. Women 
are changing the stream, 
making it clean and green 
and safe for all - every 
gender, race, creed, sexual 
orientation, age, and 
ability.” 

Bella Abzug 
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• Gender Terminology Task Force 
Continues research on terminology for women and girls in UN 
processes.  There is increasing evidence of mis-use of terms, 
conflation of issues, and a change in meaning of words used in UN 
documents in the past now being used to mean something other than 
the original purpose.  The Committee was represented at a special 
briefing to CEDAW and is in communication with CEDAW experts. A 
terminology caucus is being organised for the near future and a 
dossier is in process. 
 

• Youth Task Force 
Plans on hosting a Webinar series on "Leadership and Literacy" 
(August - November).  This will be a four-month long webinar series, 
with an hour webinar each month looking at the life of a girl, growing 
into a woman, through the lens of leadership and literacy. The first 
Webinar will be on "The effects of COVID 19 and Child Marriage on 
Girl’s Education and Literacy", scheduled for August 12 from 16.00  - 
17.00 CET.  

Geneva and UN Info 

• Feminist Wanted: Seeking the Next Leader of UN Women 
https://www.passblue.com/2021/07/08/feminist-wanted-seeking-
the-next-leader-of-un-women/ 

 
• «World needs to prepare for next crisis by setting up Global Fund for 

Social Protection now» - Report by Oliver De Schutter, the UN’s 
Special Rapporteur on poverty to the Human Rights Council. 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?Ne
wsID=27239&LangID=E 

 
• UN Food Systems Summit has been under attack with claims that is is 

prioritizing big business over human rights. Now plans for the creation 
of a new science-policy interface on food is rejected by scientists 
claiming it “would redirect food systems governance and scientific 
advice away from democratic principles and undermine the existing 
legitimate High-Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition. 
Read more: https://genevasolutions.news/climate/scientists-reject-
proposed-ipcc-for-food 
 

• The UN Food Systems Summit Information 
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit 
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Member News 

• Soroptimist International 
Announces 2021 High-level Political Forum report; 
 “Confronting Inequalities: Achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals During the COVID-19 Pandemic” 
Press Release on launch of report: 
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/launch-of-soroptimist-
internationals-hlpf-2021-report/ 
 

• Action on Child, Early and Forced Marriage 
Resource Guide on “Child Marriage and Child Widows in the Women, 
Peace and Security Agenda and Humanitarian Response” by Mohinder 
Watson: 
http://actiononchildearlyandforcedmarriage.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/CEFM-in-Humanitarian-Contexts-Advocacy-
Brief-FINAL.pdf 

 

Advocacy Notes  

• Draft Convention on the Right to Development 
The call for comments and textual suggestions on the draft is open 
and available here: 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Development/Pages/CFI-Draft-
Convention-Right-to-Development.aspx.  
The Declaration negotiations are being facilitated through the OHCHR 
(draft convention text is available here): 
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.2/21/2)  
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